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Cop, 25-ro OKTs6ps 1762 

MenoBeK, 3aHMMatotnm4cs flesoM, pefl«o o6pamaeT BHMMaHne Ha hoboctm; ho to, o 
neM s xony coo6mnTb, 6bmo HacTosbKO Heo6bNHbiM, hto s He Mory, He no3HaKOMMT Bac c 
otmm SBJieHMeM. B npoLunbiM btophhk, T.e. 19-ro OKTs6ps HacTynmio non™ nojiHoe 3a- 
TMeHHe, npoflOJDKaBweecs b TeneHHe 6osbLuei/i nacTM ahs. ft npocHyscs yTpoM, npMMep- 
ho nepe3 flecsTb MHHyT nocne Toro s OTMeTLis, hto paccBeT He HacTynas. Takas >Ke TeM- 
HOTa npoflOJDKanacb flo fleBSTH nacoB, Korfla HaMeTHJiocb He6onbLiJoe nposcHeHMe. 3a- 
TeM, npHMepHO b TeneHMe neTBepTH naca, Mbi Ha6nioflajin Kpyr cosHija, KOTopbiM MMen 
KpacHbiM LjBeT, HanoMHHatoLUHH KpoBb, ho Kpyr 6bm 6osee neM b Tpw pa3a, 6oribLije, neM 
o6bNHO. Bee oto BpeMS B03flyx 6bm oneHb nnoTHbiM, rps3HO >KenTOBaToro LjBeTa. B nac 
flHS MHe npHLUTlOCb 3a>KeHb CBeHH, HT06bl nOflrOTOBHTb Bee K o6efly, XOTS CTOJ1 HaXOflHJl- 
cs psflOM c flByMS 6oribLiJHMM OKHaMH. Okojio Tpex HacoB flHS, TeMHOTa CTana eme 6o- 
nee Bbipa>KeHHOM, m flanee OHa ycMSMBasacb p,o nosoBMHbi neTBepToro; b TeneHMe OToro 
BpeMeHM BeTep flyn c ioro-3anaflHoro HanpaBseHMS, npHHOcs Kansu flo>Kfls, cepbi m rps- 
3n; no 3anaxy m no .qpyrMM CBOMCTBaM, naflatoutHe Kansu coflepwasM {63} 6osbme rps3M 
m cepbi, neM BOflbi. ft B3ss hmctom shot 6yMam h BbiHec ero Ha OTKpbiTbiM B03flyx; m Kan¬ 
su .qoKfls, naflatoutMe Ha shot 6yMarn, ocTaBsssM Ha HeM nepHbie ssTHa; noose okcso- 
3mjMM SMCTa 6yMam psflOM c omeM, nepHOTa npeBpaTMsacb b wesTbiM LjBeT; noose c>km- 
raHHS 6yMarn ocTascs Bsa>KHbiM nenes. Bo BpeMS OToro flOKfls B03flyx 6bis HacbitneH 
CHSbHbiM yflymsHBbiM 3anaxoM cepbi. noose flo>Kfls Ha6sioflasocb He6osbLuoe nposcHe- 
Hwe. CymecTByioT pa3SHHHbie npeflnoHoweHMS o npMHMHax OToro npnpoflHoro SBseHMS. 
1/lHfleMijbi, a TaioKe npocTosioflHHbi cpeflH cjjpaHijysoB, roBopnsn, hto aHrsHHaHe, koto- 
pbie npM6bisn Ha soflKax co CTopoHbi Hnarapbi coBceM HeflaBHO, npnBe3sn c co6om nyMy; 
flpyroe npeflnoso>KeHMe - oto CBS3b TeMHOTbi c ropeHMeM seca: ho MHe KaweTcs, hto 
Han6osee BeposTHOM npMHMHOM Morso 6biTb nocseflCTBMeM H3Bep>KeHHs KaKoro-TO Bys- 
KaHa msh nofl3eMHoro oms, b pe3ysbTaTe Hero cepHHCTbiM flbiM, noflHsscs b B03flyx h 
HaxoflHTes TaM flo Tex nop, soxa He sepeMewascs c napaMH BOflbi, h ynas bhm3 BMecTe c 
flo>KfleM {64} [fleTpoMT, 25-ro OKTs6ps 1762 ro/ja; npoHHTaHO 3-ro MapTa 1763 rofla]. 
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Sir, 

A Man in business seldom troubles himself about news; yet the following is uncommon, 

I cannot neglect acquainting you therewith. Tuesday last, being the 19 th instant, we had 
almost total darkness for the most of the day. I got up at day-break: about 10 minutes after, 
I observed it got no lighter than before; the same darkness continued until nine o'clock, 
when it cleared up a little. We then, for the space of about a quarter of an hour, saw the 
body of the sun, which appeared as red as blood, and more than three times as large as 
usual. The air all the time, which was very dense, was of a dirty yellowish green colour. I 
was obliged to light candles to fee to dine, at one o'clock, notwithstanding the table was 
placed close by two large windows. About 3 the darkness became more horrible, which 
augmented until half an hour past 3, when the wind breezed up from the S.W., and 
brought on some drops of rain, or rather sulphur and dirt; for it appeared more like the lat¬ 
ter than the former {63}, both in smell and quality. I took a leaf of clean paper, and held it 
out in the rain, which rendered it black whenever the drops fell upon it; but, when held near 
the fire, turned 10 a yellow colour, and when burned, it fizzed on the paper like wet powder. 
During this shower, the air was almost suffocating with a strong sulphureous smell; it 
cleared up a little after the rain. There were various conjectures about the cause of this 
natural incident. The Indians, and vulgar among the French, said, that the English, which 
lately arrived from Niagara in the vessel, had brought the plague with them; others imag¬ 
ined it might have been occasioned by the burning of the woods: but I think it most prob¬ 
able, that it might have been occasioned by the eruption of some volcano, or subterra¬ 
neous fire, whereby the sulphureous matter may have been emitted in the air, and con¬ 
tained therein, until, meeting with some watery clouds, it has fallen down together with the 
rain {64}. 


[XV. An Account of a remarkable Darkness at Detroit in America: In a Letter from the Rev. 
Mr. James Stirling, to Mr. John Duncan: Communicated by Samuel Mead, Esq; F. R. S. 
Detroit, 25 th Oct. 1762; Read March 3, 1763. - Phil. Trans [Philosophical Transactions, giv¬ 
ing some Account of the Present Undertakings, Studies, and Labours, of the Ingenious in 
many Considerable Parts of the World], For the Year 1763. - London: Printed for L. Davis, 
1764, V 53, 63-64, published 1 January 1763] 
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XV. An Account of a remarkable Darknefs 
at Detroit, in America: In a Letter from 
the Rev. Mr. James Stirling, to Mr. 
John Duncan: communicated by Samuel 
Mead, Efq\ F. R. S, 


Detroit, 25th O&. 1762. 

SIR, 

Read March 3, A Man in bufinels feidom troubles 
17 3 JljL. himfelf about news; yet the fol¬ 
lowing is fo uncommon, I cannot negleft acquainting 
you therewith. Tuefday laft, being the 19th inftant, 
we had almoft total darknefs for the moil of the 
day. I got up at day break: about 1 o minutes after 
I obferved it got no lighter than before; the fame 
darknefs continued untill 9 o’clock, when it cleared 
up a little. We then, for the fpace of about a quarter 
of an hour, faw the body of the Sun, which appear¬ 
ed as red as blood, and more than three times as 
large as ufual. The air all this time, which was very 
denle, was of a dirty yellowilh green colour. I was 
obliged to light candles to fee to dine, at one o’clock, 
notwithftanding the table was placed clofe by two 
large windows. About 3 the darknefs became more 
horrible, which augmented untill half paft 3, when 
the wind breezed up from the S. W. and brought 
on fome drops of rain or rather fulphur, and dirt, 
for it appeared more like the latter than the former, 

both 
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both in ftnell and quality. I took a leaf of clean 
paper, and held it out in the rain, which rendered 
it black whenever the drops fell upon it; but, when 
held near the fire, turned to a yellow colour, and when 
burned, it fizfced on the paper like wet powder. 
During this fhower, the air was almoft fuffocating 
with a ftrong fulphurous ftnell^ it cleared up a little 
after the rain. There were various conjectures about 
the caufe of this natural incident. The Indians, and 
vulgar among the French, faid, that the English, 
which lately arrived from Niagara in the vefTel, had 
brought the plague with them: Others imagined it 
might have been occafioned by the burning of the 
woods : But I think it mod probable, that it might 
have been occafioned by the eruption of fome vol¬ 
cano, or fubterraneous fire, whereby the fulphurous 
matter may have been emitted in the the air, and 
contained therein, until, meeting with fome watery 
clouds, it has fallen down together with the 
rain. 


I am. Sir, 

Your moll humble fervant, 

James Stirling. 
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